Department of History
ACTIVITIES 2020-2021

NATIONAL WEBINAR ON “TOURISM AND TRAVEL IN THE NEW NORMAL” —
12/06/2020
Resource Person: Dr. Sandeep Kulshreshtha,
Director & Professor,
IITTM, Gwalior

NO.OF PARTICIPANTS: 243

The pandemic situation around the globe has an unexpected impact on all the activities of the
various organizations, institutions and industries. The unrelenting attitude of the Department
was yet again proved in the beginning of the academic year. The Department moving along
with the “new normal” immediately adapted to the usage of online resources and tools. The
first ever Webinar was organised by the Department of History in June 2020.

A One Day National Webinar was organised by the Department on 12" June 2020, on the
much relevant topic “Tourism and Travel in the New Normal”. The resource person for the
Webinar was Dr. Sandeep Kulshreshtha, Director & Professor, IITTM, Gwalior. He threw
light on the current state of the Tourism industry, the issues, challenges during the pandemic
and the possible prospects post-covid. From hand sanitisers in hotel lobbies to cabin crew in
masks, localised lockdowns to contact tracing apps, Covid-19 has transformed the world of
travel. Amid closed borders and cancelled flights, travel came to a virtual standstill, with the
United Nations’ World Tourism Organisation declaring 100% of global destinations had
implemented travel restrictions at the peak of the pandemic. He added that The Covid-19
pandemic has brought significant challenges to the global travel industry. However, it is
encouraging that by now, we have seen stabilisation or recovery of travel Activities in many
of the markets where we operate. Even if the vaccine was implemented tomorrow, these
changes will not all go away. There may be some relaxation in some areas, but some controls
will remain in place because this is probably not the only time we’re going to have a pandemic
moving forward. So, it’s a new normal.



INTERNATIONAL WEBINAR ON CHANGING GLOBAL SCENARIO OF
TOURISM: POST COVID 19 - 19/06/2020

NO. OF RESOURCE PERSONS: 3

Dr. Marina Ambrosecchio

(President, European University of Tourism, ltaly)

Dr. D.A.C. Suranga Silva

(Secretary General, Tourism and Hospitality Educators and Researchers Association of

Asia, Department of Economics, University of Colombo)

Prof. Sabreen G. Abd Eljalil Mohamed

(Dean of Faculty of Tourism and Hotels, Luxor University, Egypt)
NO.OF PARTICIPANTS: 205

The Department of History, Women’s Christian College organised an International
Webinar on “Changing Global Scenario of Tourism: Post Covid-19” on 19" June 2020. The
resource persons were Dr. Marina Ambrosecchio, (President, European University of Tourism,
Italy), Dr. D.A.C.Suranga Silva, (Secretary General, Tourism and Hospitality Educators and
Researchers Association of Asia, Department of Economics, University of Colombo) and Prof.
Sabreen G. Abd Eljalil Mohamed  (Dean of Faculty of Tourism and Hotels, Luxor University,
Egypt).

Dr. Marina Ambrosecchio, (President, European University of Tourism, Italy)




Dr. D.A.C.Suranga Silva, (Secretary General, Tourism and Hospitality Educators and
Researchers Association of Asia, Department of Economics, University of Colombo)

Academicians, industry people as well as students from International and National spheres
participated in this Webinar. The speakers shared their expertise on the topic connecting to the
changing nature and scope of tourism and hospitality industry amid Covid 19 crisis. Dr. Marina
Ambrosecchio spoke on how Italy is combating the situation, Dr. Suranga threw light on the
situation in Sri Lanka and how the Government is trying to combat the crisis faced by the tourism
industry. Dr. Sabreen also gave ample insight on the status of the hospitality industry in Egypt
amid and post Covid situation. The questions and doubts put forth by the participants were duly
answered by the speakers after the lecture. The online feedback responses were collected from the
participants and E-certificates were sent to them.
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FOUR DAY INTERNATIONAL WEBINAR SERIES: FACULTY DEVELOPMENT
PROGRAMME ON “DAWN OF A NEW ERA: A PARADIGM SHIFT IN THE NEW
NORMAL” - 01/07/2020 TO 04/07/2020

NO. OF RESOURCE PERSONS: 4
Dr. Enrico Panai
Expert Ethicist and Independent Researcher
Department of Humanities and Social Sciences
University of Sassari, Italy

Dr. Kevser Cinar
Senior Faculty, Member
Erbakan University, Turkey

Dr. Rubina Husain

Master Trainer & Industry Assessor

Institute of Hotel Management & Hospitality

Secretary General — Tourism & Hospitality Industry Skills Council
Bangladesh



Dr. Desmond Wee
Professor
CBS International Business School, Cologne, Germany

NO.OF PARTICIPANTS:

DAY 1 | DAY 2 | DAY 3 | DAY 4
CHENNAI 53 40 142 135
OTHER
DISTRICTS >1 36 33 >4
OTHER STATES 50 24 37 39
INTERNATIONAL 3 3 3 3

The Department of History, Women’s Christian College organised aFour Daay
International Webinar Series: Faculty Development Programme on “Dawn of the New Era: A
Paradigm Shift in the New Normal” from 1% July 2020 to 4™ July. The resource persons were Dr.
Enrico Panai (Expert Ethicist and Independent Researcher, Department of Humanities and Social
Sciences, University of Sassari, Italy), Dr. Kevser Cinar (Senior Faculty, Member, Erbakan
University, Turkey), Dr. Rubina Husain (Master Trainer & Industry Assessor, Institute of Hotel
Management & Hospitality, Secretary General — Tourism & Hospitality Industry Skills Council,
Bangladesh), Dr. Desmond Wee (Professor, CBS International Business School, Cologne,
Germany).

Academicians, industry people as well as students from International and National spheres
participated in this Webinar Series. The speakers shared their expertise on the topic connecting to
the changing nature and scope of tourism and hospitality industry amid Covid 19 crisis. Day one
the resource person was Dr. Enrico Panai from Italy. Speaking on the topic “The Global Economic
Analysis in the New Normal”, he emphasized on the trust and instability during unstable times,
the Fourth revolution and the question of artificial intelligence.

The resource person for Day two was Dr. Kevser Cinar from Turkey. She spoke on the
topic “Changing Consumer Behaviour in the New Normal” threw light on the situation and how
to understand the customer relationship and also how to stay connected with consumers. The Third
Day session was given by Dr. Rubina Husain who spoke on the topic “Invent the Future: The New
Normal for the Hospitality Industry” also gave ample insight on the status of the hospitality
industry amid the Covid situation and about the trends which will shape the industry in the New
Normal. On the fourth day Dr. Desmond Wee spoke on the topic Business Strategies in the New
Normal”. He highlighted the stand and initiatives of the World bodies associated with Tourism
like the WTO and the UN. He also stressed about sustainable tourism which is the need of the hour
in bringing back the old normal quick which is the objective of the new normal.

The questions and doubts put forth by the participants were duly answered by the speakers
after the lecture. The online feedback responses for all the four days were collected from the
participants and E-certificates were sent them. The Webinar Series was also thrown open to student
participants from Day 2 so that they could enrich their knowledge.
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INTERNATIONAL WEBINAR ON “MIRRORING THE OTHER: BUDDHIST
ELEMENTS IN THE ROCK CUT CAVES OF MAMALLAPURAM” - 20/08/2020

Resource Person — Ms. Shristi Shankaranarayanan, Denver, USA

No. of Participants: 190

The Department of History organised a one day International Webinar on 20/02/2020 on the
topic “Mirroring the Other: Buddhist Elements in the Rock Cut Caves of Mamallapuram”. The
resource person for the Webinar was Ms. Shristi Shankaranarayanan, a researcher at University
of Michigan, USA. Ms.Shristi hails from Chennai and completed her UG in a reputed college
in Chennai. Her specialization is archaeology and art history.

Shristi started off the Webinar by giving an outline of the history of Pallavas and the basics of
Indian Temple architecture. She showcased the types of temple architecture prevelant in India
through her talk accompanied by the presentation.
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She explained the various elements in Dravidian architecture starting from the rock-cut
architecture. She highlighted the different styles of architecture of the Pallavas, namely the
Mahendra style, Mamalla style, Rajasimha style and Aparajita sytle.

She then went on to compare and contrast the architectural elements of the Hindu and Buddhist
edifices. The composition of the pillars in both were compared to understand the difference as
well as the uniformity. She used the Chalukyan architecture as the benchmark to explain the
influence of Buddhism and Buddhist architecture on the architecture of the Pallavas.

She gave ample examples of the monuments at Mamallapuram to substantiate her perspective
and findings. Architectural elements like the pillars, facade, arches, kudus, lion/yali based
pillars, apsidal vimanas as well as certain iconographic features were described by the resource
person.

This webinar was very useful for the students as they were able to understand not only Indian
architectural development but also the socio-cultural and cross-cultural conditions of the
period.

GUEST LECTURE BY DR.MERCY PAKIAM, ASSOCIATE PROFESSOR, DEPT.
OF HISTORY, LADY DOAK COLLEGE ON “WHAT TO STUDY AFTER B.A.
HISTORY” - 23/01/2021

The Department of History organised a Guest Lecture for the final year students of the
Department on the topic “What to Study after B.A. History”, on 23 January 2021. The
resource person for the Guest Lecture was Dr. Mercy Pakiam, Associate Professor, Department
of History, Lady Doak College, Madurai.

It was a much needed and relevant topic to be highlighted for the final year students as they
are usually in a dilemma as to what path to thread on after they complete their UG. Dr. Mercy
Pakiam threw light on the various fields in which there is immense scope for History graduates
such as Archeology & Archives, Civil services, Journalism, Museums, Preservation, Research,
Restoration and Surveys.



Dr. Mercy gave real life examples to substantiate her views and suggestions. She spoke about
how the students can move into the various available prospects and fields. She also highlighted
the most suitable and reputed institutions which offer higher studies so that it will be useful for
the students who have planned to continue higher education after their graduation. Her talk
gave clarity to the uncertain students as she touched up on the scope in cross stream
employment opportunities. She also pointed out that jobs involving management can also
undertaken by History graduates.

Her talk was followed by the session with the passed out students who have taken up higher
education as well as landed in corporate life through campus recruitment. The passed out
students who are currently pursuing Higher studies gave lot of information about their current
institutions, their campus, qualification and selection procedures. The other students spoke of
how they got recruited through the College Placement Cell. They gave a clear image about the
interview process and how they tackled the difficult questions using the industry, management
and subject knowledge they have acquired as a student of the Department. This Guest Lecture
session was very much fruitful for the students to decide on their career path.

GUEST LECTURE SERIES BY DR.JAYANTHI RICHARDS, FORMER ASSISTANT
PROFESSOR, DEPARTMENT OF HISTORY, WCC ON “HISTORY OF JAPAN —
AN OUTLINE” - 9/2/2021 & 22/2/2021

The Department of History organised a two day Guest Lecture Series on 9/2/2021 & 22/2/2021
on the topic “History of Japan — An Outline”. The resource person for the guest lecture series
was Dr. Jayanthi Richards, Assistant Professor (retd), Department of History, Women’s
Christian College, Chennai.

Dr.Jayanthi Richards who has a rich teaching experience and subject expertise especially in
History of Japan gave a vivid narration of Japanese history from the Meiji period till the Second
World War. She traced the political and social structure of Japan from the Shogunate era and
explained the manner in which the Meiji (Emperor) was restored which resulted in the journey
of Japan as an Imperial power.



On the first session held on 9/02/2021, Dr.Jayanthi Richards describe the important events in
Japanese history starting from the Meiji restoration such as the Anglo-Japanese Alliance, the
Russo-Japanese War and Japan’s role in the First World War. She explained in detail the
impact of all these events not only on Japan but on the Far East, especially China, Korea and
Machuria. The conflict between Japan, Germany and Russia was dealt in detail. She also
highlighted the imperialistic nature of Japan’s control in Korea and Manchuria — the Liangtung
Peninsula.

The second session held on 22/02/2021 completely concentrated on Japan’s full-fledged
growth and rise as an imperial power in the Far East and the Pacific. Japan’s complete and
forceful entry into Manchuria, the Manchurian Crisis, the Second Sin-Japanese war and the
circumstances which led to the establishment of the Manchukuo State by Japan was explained.
The rise of Japanese military, the political condition inside Japan, the economic condition and
pressure was also discussed. The manner in which Japan proceeded into World War 11, the
importance of the Pacific War, the Tokyo trials and the takeover of the SCAP was also
described. At the end of this guest lecture series the students were able to get a complete picture
of Japan from 1900 till the reconstruction of Japan at the hands of the Allied occupation and
the SCAP.
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ONE DAY NATIONAL WEBINAR ON “EMERGING TRENDS IN HISTORY AND
ECONOMICS - ISSUES AND CHALLENGES” - 16/02/2021

NO. OF RESOURCE PERSONS: Four

Dr. V. Jeyaraj,

Director, Hepzibah Institute of Heritage Conservation
Executive Trustee, Hepzibah Trust

Dr. K. Jothi Sivagnanam

Professor & Head

Department of Economics

University of Madras



Dr. M. Helen Mary Jacqueline

Associate Professor

Department of Economics

Lady Doak College, Madurai

Dr. Arvind Kumar

Professor & Chairperson

Centre for Canadian, United States and Latin, American Studies
School of International Studies

Jawaharlal Nehru University, New Delhi

NO. OF PARTICIPANTS: 224

The Department of History organized a One Day National Webinar on “Emerging Trends in
History and Economic: Issues and Challenges in India.” Dr. Joy Sheryl was the Convenor; Ms.
Titty Phillips was the Co-Convenor; Ms. Anuradha.A and Ms.Arokiya Anbazhagi. J were the
organizing members of the Webinar.

The Webinar had four sessions with Resources persons from across the country. Session | was
held from 8.30 am to 10.00 am. Dr. V. Jeyaraj, Director, Hepzibah Institute of Heritage
Conservation and Executive Trustee, Hepzibah Trust, Chennai spoke on the topic “Recent
Archaeological Excavations in India”. His talk shed light on the important sites which were
excavated by both the ASI and the State Department of Archaeology. He also touched upon
the field conservation techniques of the artefacts

Dr. K. Jothi Sivagnanam, Professor & Head, Department of Economics, University of Madras
spoke on the topic “Union Budget 2021-2022”. He touched upon all the aspects of the Union
budget, the important concepts of economy and revenue. He explained about the assets, direct
and indirect tax, liability and deficits. His talk was crystal clear, specific, enlightening yet in
simple language.




The 111 Session has Dr. M. Helen Mary Jacqueline as the Resource person. She spoke on
“Contemporary Issues in Indian Economy”. Her talk was filled with facts about the major
issues in economy, major sectors in India, their issues and challenges. Even though the
presentation accompanied the talk was self-explanatory Dr. Helen gave a detailed insight of

Indian Economy.

Issues on Agriculture

* Low Productivity
* Underdeveloped Irrigation Facilities
*» Lack of Mechanisation
* Soil erosion
* Lack of Agricultural Marketing Network
* Inadequate storage facilities
* Inadequate transport
* Scarcity of capital
* Crop Failures and Farmer’s Suicide

Dr. Arvind Kumar, Professor & Chairperson, Centre for Canadian, United States and Latin,
American Studies, School of International Studies, Jawaharlal Nehru University, New Delhi
who was the resource person for the IV Session spoke on the topic “Relevance of
Multidisciplinary Approaches: Understanding from International Relation Perspective”. Dr.
Arvind threw light on the existing prospects, challenges and concerns in international relations

and approaches of India.

The One Day National Webinar was an enlightening and a fruitful event where the students
and the outside participants gained great knowledge from experts belonging to History,
Economics and International relations field. It was a multidisciplinary in its coverage and

exposure.

Objectives of Budget

Growth
Distribution

1.
2.
3. Stability
4. Immediate Challenges




GUEST LECTURE SERIES 23/02/2021

The Department of History organised a Guest Lecture series with two sessions on 23/02/2021
where two resource persons were invited to deliver the talk. The guest lecture was organised
for the Core Elective students who had opted for Principles of Tourism and Travel
Management.

SESSION | - MS. PREETHI.H, ASSISTANT PROFESSOR, DEPARTMENT OF
TTM, D.G.VAISHNAV COLLEGE, CHENNAI ON TOURISM CONVENTIONS AND
ORGANISATIONS - 23/02/2021

The First session of the Guest Lecture had Ms. Preethi, Assistant Professor, Department of
TTM, DG Vaishnav College as the resource person. The topic of this session was Tourism
Conventions and Organisations. Since it was the first session she started her lecture by giving
a brief outline of Tourism as an industry and an academic programme. Ms.Preethi laid down
the definitions of certain tourism terms as framed by the World Tourism Organisation.

She explained the basic components of tourism and a brief history of tourism as well. She then
went on to list down the important tourism conventions and organizations such as WTO,
PATA. CAIO, Warsaw Convention, Chicago Convention, Kyoto Conventions and IATA. She
explained the role of all these organizations and conventions in the growth and development
of Tourism industry at the global level as well as in India. Apart from the given topic the
resource person also created an awareness of responsible and sustainable tourism. Ms.Preethi
also touched up on the impact of the Covid pandemic on the tourism industry. She cleared the
doubts of the students regarding the scope in tourism in the current situation.

SESSION Il - GUEST LECTURE BY MS. SWATHI.D, ASSISTANT PROFESSOR &
HEAD IN-CHARGE, DEPARTMENT OF TTM, D.G.VAISHNAYV COLLEGE,
CHENNAI ON “FARE CONSTRUCTION AND SCHEDULING” - 23/02/2021

The second session by Ms.Swathi, Assistant Professor & Head in charge, Department of TTM,
DG Vaishnav College, was on the topic “Fare Construction and Scheduling”.

This was a more technical topic and the resource person having a prior working experience at
Akbar Academy of Airline Studies was able to do full justice to the topic. She gave a vivid and
detailed introduction to Airline geography, global and national organization which control and
regulate aviation and tourism.

Ms.Swathi put down the airline terms and their definitions and explained the relevance of each
in travel industry. She also spoke about the freedoms of air, travel documents and formalities.
She then moved on to explain the Traffic Conference Areas (TC Areas) prescribed by IATA.
She them explained the global indicators such as EH, WH, Pacific and Atlantic areas based on
which the airline fare is constructed. She also explained how a common scaling is framed and
formulated by global agencies so that it would be easy for any travel organization across the
globe to structure it’s fare for a said travel. The kilometers, distance and the currency is kept
in mind while structuring the fare. Ms.Swathi also highlighted and decoded the City and
Airport Codes given in the flight tickets after explaining the brief history behind it and the
significance. The lecture ended with question and answer session wherein the students put
forward their doubts in taking up jobs and higher education in the tourism and travel industry,
which was clearly answered by MS.Swathi.
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ONE DAY NATIONAL WEBINAR ON “CONTEMPORARY ANTHROPOLOGY -
PARADIGMN SHIFT” - 8/03/2021

NO. OF RESOURCE PERSONS: Three

Dr.Kewel Krishnan

Associate Professor

Department of Anthropology

Punjab University, Punjab

Dr.K.H. Narendra Singh

Associate Professor & Head

Department of Anthropology

Assam University

Dr. Arup RatanBandyopadhyay

Professor & Head

Department of Anthropology

University of Calcutta
NO.OF PARTICIPANTS: 210

The Department of History, Women’s Christian College organised aOne Day National
Webinar on “Contemporary Anthropology — A Paradigmn Shift” on 8" March 2021. Ms. Titty
Phillips was the Convener, Ms.A.Anuradha was the Co-Convener, Dr.Joy Sheryl and Ms.Arokiya
Anbazhagi. J were the organizing members. The resource persons were Dr.Kewel Krishnan,

Associate Professor, Department of Anthropology, Punjab University, Punjab; Dr.K.H.
Narendra Singh, Associate Professor & Head, Department of Anthropology, Assam University
and Dr. Arup RatanBandyopadhyay, Professor & Head, Department of Anthropology, University
of Calcutta. .
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Academicians, industry people as well as students from across the country participated in
this Webinar. Session | has Dr. Kewel Krishnan as the resource person. He spoke on
“Anthropology and Forensic Investigation™. He gave a detailed insight on the connection between
anthropology and the investigations carried out using forensic experts. He gave practical examples
through eye-catching presentation. Dr.K.H. Narendra Singh who took over Session 11 spoke on the
topic “Anthropology and Health Care focusing Tribal Communities”. He threw light on the tribal
heritage of India tracing their roots. He gave a vivid description about the various health issues



prevalent among the tribes on India. Session III was on the topic “Anthropometric Diversity”.
Dr.ArupRatanBandyopadhyay captured the attention of the participants through his expertise and
informative presentation. The questions and doubts put forth by the participants were duly

answered by the speakers after each session.
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ONE DAY NATIONAL WEBINAR ON “HUMAN RIGHTS - MYTH OR
REALITY?” —17/03/2021

The Department of History, Women's Christian College, hosted a one-day state level webinar on
"Human Rights - Myth or Reality”. The event which spanned over three sessions, covered the
various aspects pertaining to the ever-pressing issue of what Human Rights is all about. The first
session which lasted for an hour (9.00 am to 10.00 am) dealt with the Various Theories and
Methods of Human Rights. Dr Bernard D’Sami, Dean at the School of Human Excellence, Loyola
college delivered an enlightening lecture. The importance of Genocide protection in developing



countries, the relevance of the International Criminal Court (ICC), Dictatorship and Racism,
Protection of rights of children, the theories regarding Human Dignity and socio-political rights
were the crucial aspects of the lecture. This session created awareness among the students
regarding the importance of Human rights on an international level.

The second session, which lasted from 10.00 am to 11.00 am was taken over by Ms.Shobha
Menon, Founder and Managing Trustee of the Nizhal Foundation. Ms.Shobha elucidated on the
topic “Our Environment - Right or Responsibility”. The relevance of protecting the environment
and how it had transformed and changed societies/communities over the years were some of the
crucial points covered. Ms.Shobha’s presentation included photographs of the volunteers planting
and protecting seedlings and trees. The need for sensitive treatment of trees in cities and protection
of local biodiversity were emphasized. The relation between Human Rights and the Environment
shedded a new light on environmental protection as well. Lastly, the students also were offered
the opportunity to work with the Nizhal Foundation.

The third session began by 11.00 am, and saw the eye-opening lecture of Ms.Sherin Asha, the
founder of Velicham Foundation. Ms.Asha, a champion of women’s causes, delivered her lecture
relating to women and Human rights. She underlined the various aspects of women empowerment
and explained how the social, educational, economic, political and psychological empowerment
of women will impact the society. She also spoke about the need for the development of local
opportunities for women. The students, needless to say, were inspired by the activities of Velicham
Foundation and flooded the chat box with queries for the speaker.

The Convener Ms. Anuradha.A, Co-Convener Ms.Arokiya Anbazhagi, organizing members Ms.
Titty Phillips and Dr. Joy Sheryl arranged an edifying and illuminating webinar for the students of
History department, which highlighted the need for awareness regarding Human Rights.

ONE DAY WORKSHOP ON “LEADERSHIP IN INDUSTRY 4.0”
22/03/2021

The Department of History organised a One Day Workshop on 22/03/2021 on the topic
“Leadership in Industry 4.0” for the final year students. Eminent speakers were invited to be
resource persons for the three sessions of the Workshop.

The first Session was on the topic “Industry 4.0 and its impact on Leadership”. The resource person
for this session was Dr. Joel Gnanapragash, Associate Professor, School of Business Management,
Christ (Deemed to be University).



He gave insight on how globalization has facilitated the growth of leadership in industry. He
touched up the various factors which is evolving and bringing about transformation of the concept
of Leadership.

Dr. Prasad Kulkarni, Associate Professor, Department of MBA, KLS Gogte Insitute of
Technology, Belgaum was the resource person for the second Session who spoke on the topic
“Types of leaders in the context of industry 4.0”. His talk threw ample light on the unknown
perspectives of leadership. Leaders differ from field to field, from industry to industry, from sector
to sector. This he highlighted by explaining the dynamic qualities of leaders who belong to
different fields. He emphasized the fact that a good leader should act, react and lead according to
the needs of the situation and industry he/she is in.




The resource person for the third Session was Mr. Jose Martin, Administrative Officer, School of
Business Management, Christ (Deemed to be University) and he spoke on the topic “Leadership
in turbulent times- Agile leadership”. This session opened the students to the realistic view of
today’s industrial and corporate world which is filled with crisis and obstacles all along the way.
He explained the importance of leadership in crisis management. He further spoke on what kind
of mindset is needed to face the turbulences in today’s situation. This Workshop proved to be very
fruitful as it not only channelled the knowledge of the experts but also created a sense of realistic
awareness among the students so that they can fine tune themselves to face the world.
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