RESEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT CELL
ACTIVITIES - 2023 - 2024

(Conferences, Seminars, Webinars, Workshops, Industrial Visits, Field Trips, Talks,

Campaigns, etc.)

1. An International Conference on “Global Perspectives on Transforming Academics
through Research and Innovative Strategies (ICGPARIS 2023)” was organized by
Research and Development Cell, IIC, IRC and IQAC of WCC on 26™ and 27" of July
2023. The objectives of the conference were to deliberate on developments in Education
and Technology at the global level, and encourage transformative practices through

research and innovations that can impact academic institutions.
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Resource Persons of the Conference were as follows:

Dr. Suresh Ramanathan

Dean & Principal,

Great Lakes Institute of Management
Chennai

Topic: “Cultivating Curiosity: Nurturing Academic Growth through Research”

Dr. Hassan Basri Jahubar Sathik

Director of Academic Affairs

University of Cyberjaya, Malaysia

Topic: “Innovation for Impact: Unleashing the Power of SDGs in Building a
Sustainable Future”

Dr. Gayathri Deepak

(Saudi Arabia)

Founder/Director

CHETANA EDUCATION

Topic: "PBL as a Mainstay Approach for Making Learning in HEIs Holistic,

Authentic and Relevant”




Dr. M. Isabella Cavalcanti Junqueria

Full Professor of Entrepreneurship and Marketing,
LeTournea School of Business

LeTournea University

Topic: “Developing An Entrepreneurial Mindset & New Markets

Dr. Glyn Thomas Gowing

Professor of Computer Science

Chair, Non-Traditional Computer Science Program
LeTournea University, Longview

Topic: "Hands-on Experience in an Academic Environment"

Dr. Shyam K. Sriram

Assistant Professor

Department of Political Science

Canisius College, Buffalo, NY, USA

Topic: "Effective Strategies at Applying Research Skills to the Job Market”

Dr. Yesan Sellan

Assistant Professor

PG & Research Department of Library and Information Science

Bishop Heber College, Tiruchirappalli

Topic: “Empowering Academic Excellence: the Vital Role of Libraries in Research

Support, Collaboration and Innovative Strategies”

Dr. Kezia Sasitharan

Research Associate in Energy

Research Group of Dr. Marin Freitag

School of Natural and Environmental Sciences

New Castle University, UK

Topic: “CREATIVE RESEARCH - Can being creative boost critical thinking and

problem- solving abilities in academics?”




Dr. Kalpana Sankar
Managing Director of Belstar Microfinance Limited,
Managing Trustee, Hand in Hand India

Topic: "Role of Research and Academics in the development sector"

Panel Discussion

Topic: “Translational Research -Lab to Market”

Moderator

Mr M Subramanian
Chief Marketing Officer of GDC,
[IT Madras

Panellists

1. Dr. Usha Antony
Dean, College of Fish Nutrition and Food Technogy
Tamilnadu Dr. J. Jayalalithaa Fisheries University
Madhavaram, Chennai
2. Mr. Ramesh Santhanam
Group Corporate Advisor,
Zerocode/Visionaize Inc., USA
Former CIO, IIT M, Chennai
3. Mr. Sridhar Ranganathan
Co-founder and CEO,
HELYXON Healthcare Solutions,
Member, Steering Committee of HRD,
Department of Biotechnology,
Ministry of Science and Technology, New Delhi
4. Ms. Sushmitha Nayar Thachoth,
Director of Dietary and Support Services,

Woodhall park Community, Canada

No. of. Participants: 532
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Based on the overwhelmingly positive feedback provided, the Internationél
Conference on 'Global Perspectives on Transforming Academics through Research and
Innovative Strategies' held on 26th & 27th July 2023 was a great success. Participants
lauded the meticulous organization and seamless logistics of the conference. Keynote
speakers and panel discussions were widely praised for their engaging and insightful
contributions. The conference exceeded expectations in facilitating robust knowledge
exchange, garnering enthusiastic approval from the majority of participants. The warmth
and professionalism exhibited by organizers and staff, received glowing commendations,
contributing to a welcoming and enriching environment throughout the event. Moreover,
participants applauded the punctuality and efficiency in adhering to the scheduled timing
of sessions and presentations, ensuring a smooth and productive flow of activities. The
overall Conference reflected a resoundingly positive experience. The conference left
participants feeling fulfilled and inspired, affirming its success and paving the path for

many more related experiences.
Outcome of the International Conference

Deliberations on the objectives for the conference which included exploring evidence-
based research in various disciplines related to the Sciences, Technology related
courses, Social Sciences, Arts and Humanities, and innovations in the teaching and
learning process created awareness on the importance of collaborative research across

all disciplines; assessed its impact on academic progress and the community at large.




Eminent resource persons from India and Abroad emphasized the need for research-
based activities in Academic Institutions to stimulate the young minds to think beyond the
classrooms and thus facilitate the process of translating knowledge into an impactful
outcome for the betterment of society. Research as a pathway for innovation and
entrepreneurial ventures was also reiterated by the speakers. The highlight of the
conference was to enhance the research culture on campus through engagement with
innovative developments in various disciplines involving collaborative research focusing
on good communication skills, critical thinking and creative innovations, and paving the
way for academic institutions to cultivate a holistic environment for providing the
necessary platform for catering to changes in education and technology at the global

level.

Research papers were received from participants which included Faculty delegates,
delegates from the Industry, Research scholars and Post graduate students from across
India and Abroad. After careful scrutiny, these papers were compiled as a book with ISBN

titted “Multidisciplinary Research in Academics: The Way Forward”.

2. A Workshop for PG Students of WCC on “Writing an Informed Consent” was
organized by Research and Development Cell on 315t August, 2023. Dr. S. Poongothai,

Head-Clinical Trials Operations, Chennai was the resource person.
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. A Workshop for PG Students of WCC on “Research-Statistical Workshop” was

organized by Research and Development Cell on 315t August, 2023. Dr. C. Ponnuraja,

Scientist, Head of the Department of Statistics, National Institute for Research in

Tuberculosis, ICMR, Chennai was the resource person, who spoke about the use of

different statistical tools, and their application in research projects.

. The Institutional Ethics Committee (IEC) Meeting was held on 4" October, 2023.
The members of the IEC, who were recruited based on the guidelines given by ICMR
were as follows:

1. Chairperson -

2. Member Secretary -

Dr. Usha Antony
Dean, College of Fish Nutrition and Food Technology
Tamilnadu Dr J Jayalalithaa Fisheries University

Madhavaram, Chennai

Dr. V. Gowri Ramesh,

Dean of Research, Shift |

Associate Professor,

Department of Home Science, WCC
Dr. J. Jeba Jesintha

Dean of Research, Shift Il

Head and Associate Professor,

PG Department of Mathematics, WCC




3. Basic Medical Scientist

4. Basic Medical Scientist/
Social Scientist

5. Clinician

6. Legal Expert -

7. Social Worker -

8. Member -

-Dr. C. Ponnuraja

Scientist,

Head, Department of Statistics,

National Institute for Research in Tuberculosis, ICMR

- Dr. C. Sheela Sasikumar

Managing Partner - SS Clini Research,
LLP, DIPP recognized startup,

Woman Entrepreneur, Motivator

- Dr. Sandeep Murali,
Director and Consultant Surgeon,

Seethapathy Clinic & Hospital, Chennai

Adv. Veeraraghavan Inbavijayan,
Advocate/ International Arbitrator and Mediator,

Chennai

Ms. Shanthi,

Human Rights & RTI Activist,

Member of Review Committee for Women's Safety in
Public Transport in State Transport Authority,
Associate Member, Consumer Association of India,
Child Rights & Women Empowerment Activist, Civic

activist, Chennai

Mr. Sridhar Ranganathan,
Co-founder and CEO,

HELYXON Healthcare Solutions,
Member, Steering Committee of HRD,
Department of Biotechnology,

Ministry of Science and Technology, New Delhi




9. Member

10.Member

Chennai, Tamil Nadu, India

Prof Surendran,

Professor and Head
Department of Psycho-oncology & Resource Centre for
Tobacco Control, Cancer Institute (WIA), Adyar, Chennai-36,

India

Dr. Sasikala

Assistant Professor,
Department of Psychology,

University of Madras

Chennai, Tamil Nadu, India
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5. A National Conference on “Education for a Holistic Future: A NAAC Perspective
(NCEHFNAAC 2024)” was organized by the Research and Development Cell, and
IQAC of WCC on 1t and 2" February, 2024. The objective of the conference was to
address the need for a comprehensive and newer pedagogical approaches in bringing

about a holistic perspective to education, based on the criteria given by NAAC.

Resource Persons for the conference included the following:

Dr. A. Joseph Dorairaj

Professor, School of English and Foreign Languages
Gandhigram Rural Institute

Deemed to be University

Gandhigram 624302, TN

Topic: “Towards a Holistic Education -- A NAAC Perspective”

Dr. D. D. Ebenezer

Associate Editor, J. Acoustical Soc. America Chairman,
Hydro-Vibro-Acoustics Panel,

Naval Research Board, DRDO Adjunct Faculty,

Dept. Ship Technology, CUSAT,

Kochi Retired Scientist ‘H’ and Director (Systems) NPOL-DRDO, Kochi

Topic: “Research, Innovation, and Extension in Education for a Holistic Future”

Dr. Indumathi M Nambi
Professor,
Environmental Engineering Department of Civil Engineering and School of Sustainability

Indian Institute of Technology Madras

Topic: “Achieving Sustainable Development Goals — Role of Educational

Institutions”




Dr. K. Usha Rani
Professor, Dept. of Computer Science
Sri Padmavati Mahila Visvavidyalayam (Women'’s University)

Tirupati, Andhra Pradesh

Topic: “Innovative Teaching and Learning Strategies and Tools to enhance Quality

of Learning in Higher Education”

Dr. Veena Easvaradoss
Consultant Clinical Psychologist
National Institute of Mental Health and Neuro Sciences

Former Head, Department of Psychology, Women’s Christian College, Chennai

Topic: “Psychological factors related to Academic success and Psychological

well-being”

Mr. Jayan Narayanan

Marketer/Coach/Faculty Founder — Toss the Coin

Topic: “Unleashing the Power of Creativity in the Workplace”

Dr. K. Niraimathi Anand
Director of Research Agency

Fenivi Research Solutions, Chennai

Topic: “Psychological factors related to Academic success and Psychological

well-being”

Ms. Sheba Devraj

Founder and Coach

Creed Strength and Conditioning Studio,
Chennai

Topic: “Fitness for a Quality Life”




Ms. Deepa Muthukumarasamy
Founder and CEO- Some More Foods Private Limited,
Tirupur

Topic: “From Classroom to CEO: How My Education Paved the Way for Some More

Foods”

Title of the Book Released: Holistic Pedagogical Approaches
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No. of. Participants: 480




WOMEN’S CHRISTIAN COLLEGE, CHENNAI

NATIONAL CONFERENCE ON “EDUCATION FOR A

HOLISTIC FUTURE: A NAAC PERSPECTIVE”
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Feedback Analysis:

1. Overall Arrangements and Logistics Rating:

Participants' ratings for the overall arrangements and logistics of the conference
were consistently high, with an average rating of 4.07 out of 5. This indicates a

generally positive perception of the conference organization and management.
2. Satisfaction with Session Contents:

The satisfaction level with session contents was quite high, with an average rating of
4.05 out of 5. Participants found the sessions engaging and valuable in terms of

content.
3. Effectiveness of Paper Presentation Session:

Feedback suggests that the paper presentation sessions were moderately helpful in
gaining knowledge on teaching, curriculum, innovation, and research, with an average

rating of 3.55 out of 5.




4. Meeting Expectations for Knowledge Exchange:

The conference largely met participants' expectations in terms of facilitating knowledge
exchange, with an average rating of 4.08 out of 5. This indicates that participants found

the conference valuable for networking and learning from peers.
5. Adherence to Scheduled Timing:

While the adherence to the scheduled timing of sessions and presentations was rated
slightly lower compared to other aspects, with an average rating of 3.57 out of 5, it still

indicates a generally satisfactory level of punctuality.
6. Impact on Understanding of NAAC Accreditation:

Participants generally felt that the conference increased their understanding of the
importance of NAAC Accreditation for Higher Education, with an average rating of 4.13

out of 5. This suggests that the conference effectively addressed this topic.
7. Hospitality Rating:

The hospitality provided during the conference received consistently high ratings, with
an average rating of 4.07 out of 5. Participants appreciated the efforts made in this

regard.
Conclusion:

Overall, the feedback suggests that the conference was well-received by participants,
with positive ratings across various aspects such as arrangements, session contents,
knowledge exchange, and hospitality. Areas for improvement include ensuring better
adherence to scheduled timing and potentially enhancing the effectiveness of paper
presentation sessions. Nonetheless, the conference successfully achieved its goal of
providing a platform for learning, networking, and discussion on important topics in

higher education.
Outcome of the National Conference

Highlight of the National conference included exploring the current trends in pedagogical
approaches across all disciplines, and its impact on academic progress of students and

the community at large. Eminent resource persons from across India who were the




speakers at the conference, also deliberated on the main themes of the conference which
included Innovations in Curriculum, Skill Development and Employability, Mental and
Emotional well-being, Physical and Extension Activities for a Holistic Development,
Research and Development, Leadership and Management, Multidisciplinary Approach to
Education, Industry-Academia Collaboration and Entrepreneurship, Infrastructure
Facilities and Development in Institutions, and Institutional Vision, Values and Practices.
The speakers also emphasised the need for a holistic approach to education focussing
on not just an improvement in the teaching-learning process, but also enhancing skills
needed for employability in the future. With this objective, the National conference
focussed on criteria defined by the National Accreditation and Assessment Council
(NAAC) for bringing about a holistic development in the college community for a

sustainable future.

Research papers were received from participants which included Faculty delegates,
delegates from the Industry, Research scholars and Post graduate students from across
various institutions. After careful scrutiny, these papers were compiled as a book with

ISBN titled “Holistic Pedagogical Approaches”.

6. A Workshop for WCC Faculty on “Creative Pedagogical Approaches” was organized
by the Research and Development Cell, of WCC on 1%t March, 2024. The objective of
the Workshop was to address the need for a comprehensive, creative and newer

pedagogical approaches in teaching, learning and research.

Research and Development Cell
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Mr. Jayan Narayanan
Mr. Sridhar Ranganathan
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Based on the Participant’s feedback, the session had incorporated a wide range of
examples from various fields which was relevant to faculty across diverse backgrounds.

The program had a highly positive response in terms of relevance, audience engagement
and practicality.

Outcome: The workshop on “Creative Pedagogical Approaches’ empowered faculty
members with different teaching-learning methodologies. This could help them become
more effective and innovative as educators, thus creating a positive impact on student
learning and engagement.

7. Faculty Seed Grant - Rs. 1,76,500/- - 9 Faculty
8. Student Seed Grant - Shift | - Rs. 1,04,000/- - 18 Students
Shift Il - Rs. 2,19,400/- - 33 Students

9. ELEANOR Multidisciplinary Research Journal for the year 2022-2023 - 32 Papers
Received




